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Taking A Look at Arts and Crafts of Tai (Sea Bream)
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Tai (sea bream) is 

associated with good 

fortune. In Japanese, the 

word mede-tai means 

worthy of celebration. The 

color red is also associated 

with good luck.

This is a wooden toy from 

Kagoshima Prefecture in 

southwestern Japan called 

tai guruma or ñsea bream 

car.ò Notice the wheels.  

Tai guruma is also a 

talisman for keeping away 

bad spirits.

See more pictures of different kinds of tai guruma available from:

ÅPopyahôs Japanese website at http://www11.ocn.ne.jp/~popyah/shizuoka/taiguruma.htm

ÅThe Japan Toy Museum website at http://www.chirimenzaiku.org/link/taibukuro.jpg
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A young bride used to receive these papier-mache toys from her families to 

distribute among the children living in the neighborhood of her new home. 

This one depicts a tai and a dog. 
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Another papier-mache toy of a dog and tai



Courtesy of The Morikami Museum and Japanese Gardens 

This one is a paper-mache doll with a tai and Ebisu, a Japanese god of abundance and 

good fortune. Ebisu is also known as the guardian of fishermen, and is often depicted 

together with a sea bream like here.



bŜƳƻΩǎ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǳƴŎƭŜΣ 
http://www.flickr.com/photos/maynard/1529267598/

A pouch with tai and a maneki neko (cat that invites good fortune and money.)



This special set of utensils is used to celebrate a babyôs first tasting of solid food about 

100 days after birth. The mother helps her baby pretend to eat; the baby doesnôt actually 

eat the food. This ceremony is for celebrating the well being of the baby and wishing for 

plentiful food throughout its life. The utensils here are all decorated with tai. 
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Yumiko, 
http://www.flickr.com/photos/photosdeyumiko/2310764139/

A tray with tai carved inside 


